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AGENDA

• What role do coalitions play in addressing the 
opioid crisis?

• Coalition network in southern, rural Illinois

• What role can prescribers play within these local 
coalitions?

• What can prescribers gain from participating in 
local coalitions? 



• Community-based Coalitions

“a group of individuals representing 

diverse organizations, factions, or 

constituencies within the community 

who agree to work together to 

achieve a common goal”  

(Butterfoss, 2007)



COALITIONS CAN…

• build a constituency for a particular  issue

• allow for sharing of risk and responsibility across 
organizations 

• provide a space for diverse sectors to exchange 
knowledge, perspectives and strategies

• can mobilize tangible resources from multiple 
organizations

• pool less tangible but equally important resources such 
as trust with historically disenfranchised groups or 
connections to influential policymakers

• provide a coordinating structure for multilevel 
interventions/research---ETHIC 



SI COALITIONS HELP PROVIDE COORDINATING 
STRUCTURE FOR THE ETHIC PROJECT 

http://www.siumed.edu/popscipolicy/ending-transmission-hiv-hcv-stds-

and-overdose-rural-communities.html



SIU SOM OFFICE OF REGIONAL PROGRAMS



SOUTHERN ILLINOIS COALITIONS

SI Opioid Steering 

Committee

Community-Based 

Substance Misuse 

Prevention Coalitions

Healthy Southern 

Illinois Delta Network



HEALTHY SOUTHERN ILLINOIS DELTA NETWORK

Strong network of coalitions in 

lower 15 counties addressing 

behavioral health, diabetes, the 

built environment, access to care, 

etc. 



SECTOR REPRESENTATION IN  
COMMUNITY BASED COALITIONS

Health Departments/ Harm Reduction Orgs.

Law Enforcement/criminal justice system reps.

Recovery Groups, individuals

Pharmacists

SUD Treatment providers/counselors 

First Responders

Social Services

Local universities 

concerned community members

Local government officials

Hospital staff

Faith community members

Teachers/ROE

Family members of individuals with SUD/OUD 





WHAT ROLE CAN PRESCRIBERS PLAY 
WITHIN COMMUNITY COALITIONS?

Advocate (patient & prescriber)
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Reduce Stigma

stigma against prescribers

share prescriber perspective

end of life care

OUD is a chronic, relapsing brain 

disease—not a moral failing
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WHAT ROLE CAN PRESCRIBERS PLAY 
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Disseminate Truth & 
Educate 

Prevent the spread of 

misinformation within coalitions & 

at public events concerning 

prescribing practices, addictive 

qualities of opioids

Patient Education
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Insights into the community

Social Determinants of 

Health

We don’t know what we 

don’t know



WHAT CAN PRESCRIBERS GAIN FROM 
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Access to a local network

Community based 

participatory research



WHAT CAN PRESCRIBERS GAIN FROM 
PARTICIPATING IN LOCAL 
COALITIONS?

Influence changes in local 

policy & norms 



Thank you!  Questions?


